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Night Drags By – Program Note 

(ca. 7’15) 

 

O, who is she that stands by the sea, 
In the lightning's glare, undaunted?— 

Seems this now like the coast of hell 
By one white spirit haunted! 

The night drags by; and the breakers die 
Along the ragged ledges; 

The robin stirs in his drenchéd nest, 
The hawthorn blooms on the hedges. 

Excerpt from “Seadrift” by Thomas Bailey Aldrich 

 

As a composer, writing this piece of music felt like painting a picture. 

Imagine a scene of an immense cargo ship, sinking into the ocean in the 

dead of night. The chaos of rescuing any people on board has already past, 

and all that remains is an empty husk of metal and rust slowly sinking out 

of sight into the inky depths. It is less than lonely. A ship that nobody ever 

knew or cared about, sinking away to be forgotten forever. 

I paint this scene in three parts throughout the piece. The first represents 

the tides and current near the surface of the water, as the helpless ship 

begins its plunge. Parallel planing motion and wave-like melodic motion 

decorate this section. The second represents a moment in time where the 

ship is cascaded in refracted moonlight just below the ocean’s surface, 

marked by a shift to major tonality and a shimmering cello melody. This 

section is meant to capture one moment of absolute beauty that no person 

is around to witness. Finally, the third section represents the ship’s final 

descent into the lightless depths of the ocean, never to be seen again. The 

use of extreme registers across instruments paints the distance between the 

surface, where rain begins to gently tap the water, and the cold seafloor, 

where the ship eventually reaches, with a low piano cluster chord to mark 

the impact of steel on silt at the bottom of the ocean. 
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Scratch	tone,
irregular	tremolo
morse	code-like ord.

ord.

slow	bow	over	fingerboard,
gradual	high	pressure
(creaky	ship)

slow	bow	over	fingerboard,
high	pressure	(creaky	ship)

IV

one	big	scrape
(back	of	mallet)

Tam-tam

(vibraslap)
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pizz.

bowed
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jet	whistle

Scratch	tone,	irregular	tremolo
morse	code-like.
Try	to	get	some	high	frequency	noise.

To	Bass	Drum
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3

3

Pno.

downwards	jet	whistle
shheeeoooo-

B.D.

B.D. Pno.

very	glassy	and	fragile

(creaky	boat)

III

B.D.

slow	bow	over	fingerboard,
gradual	high	pressure	
(creaky	ship) B.D. Pno.

solo	(take	your	time)

(8va	sempre)Wait	for	B.D	to	get	into
a	full	roll.

(8vb	sempre)
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 dolce

 dolce
 dolce

3

jet	whistle

slow	bow,	above	fingerboard
gradually	apply	more	pressure.

big	soft	mallets

To	Tam-tam

+	Bass	Drum

like	raindrops	(hold	pedal)
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I

slow	bow,	above	fingerboard
gradually	apply	more	pressure.

varying	in	speed	(for	15	measures)
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	=	72,	Dour,	Sinking	Feeling
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ord.
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ord.
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